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A 21-year career as a Naval Intelligence Officer
sparked a lifelong passion for studying and teaching
security and foreign affairs for Naval Postgraduate
School Assistant Professor of National Security Affairs
Erik Dahl.
Dahl is bringing his wealth of field experience and
academic study, along with his passion for learning, to
the Center for Homeland Defense and Security where
he will be part of the team teaching Intelligence for
Homeland Security. He has been teaching in the
National Security Affairs Department at NPS for the past
two years.
After earning a bachelor’s degree at Harvard University,
Dahl embarked on his Navy career. During that time,
and after leaving military service, he accumulated three
master’s degrees – from the London School of
Economics, Naval War College and the Fletcher School
of Tufts University — as well as earning a doctoral
degree from the Fletcher School in 2008.
And even though he is coming to CHDS as an instructor, he is excited about learning from his students.
"Because the students are so experienced, I know I am going to be learning as much as I am going to be teaching,"
Dahl said during an interview at his office in Glasgow Hall. "That’s going to help me with my own research and work
dealing with intelligence, terrorism and other areas. It’s going to help me in my teaching of the in-residence, active
military students."
He pointed to what a former professor of his called the "rule of thirds" for graduate study: An idea that knowledge
from a course comes one-third from the teachers, one-third from the readings, and one-third from the students.
"I think I’ll find that the one-third from the students (at CHDS) is going to be more than one-third," Dahl said. "I
expect to find it’s much more of a conversation."
With his wealth of knowledge on intelligence, terrorism and national security issues, Dahl hopes to inspire his
students to not only be solid homeland security practitioners, but fully engaged and informed citizens as well.
"We should be asking better questions about issues related to sensitive national security matters," he said. "There
are important issues that as citizens and homeland security professionals we all need to learn more about."
Moreover, the local and state practitioners that comprise much of the CHDS student body come from fields that have
evolved as the vanguard in thwarting terrorist attacks on U.S. soil during the years since 9/11, he adds. Dahl is
building a database on failed terrorism events during the past 20 years. What it shows, he said, is that the citizenry,
local and state officials have proved as effective in preventing such events as any spy or satellite network.
"I’ve found that many of my students who don’t have a military or national security background assume that in order
to be ‘intelligence’ it needs to be highly secret, or come from spies or satellites," he noted. "That’s not necessarily the
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case. In fact, most of the terrorist plots that have been disrupted within the U.S. since 9/11 were broken up because
of informants, tips provided by members of the public, or other pretty mundane sources. That’s all intelligence, and it
all plays a big part in homeland security."
Currently, Dahl is working on a book that examines how major attacks, such as Pearl Harbor or 9/11, succeed
despite intelligence that could have stopped them. The book, titled "Preventing Surprise Attacks: Intelligence Failure
and Success from Pearl Harbor to 9/11," builds upon his doctoral dissertation.
Dahl began his naval career after earning his bachelor’s degree from Harvard University in 1979. Among his military
assignments was serving as Chief of the Indications and Warning Branch in Seoul, South Korea, in which he led a
24-hour operation monitoring political and military activity in North Korea.
It was that time spent in the Navy that fostered his passion for security issues and led to a second career as a
scholar and assistant professor, which began at the Naval War College before retiring from that branch of the
service in 2002.
He became familiar with NPS and Monterey while in the Navy, as did his wife, Christa, who is also a retired U.S.
Navy officer and was a former student at the Defense Language Institute, where she now works.
"We think this place is a great fit for someone who is interested in national security, in homeland security and
security affairs. It’s a great place to study it. It is also a great collection of people and ideas. We’re hoping to be here
for a long time."
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